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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 ,136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action Is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-7.9.11 and 13 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 8. 10 and 12 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)[3 The drawing(s) filed on 26 June 2003 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 7, 9, 11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Poulson. 

Figure 1 of Poulson teaches a portable device as recited in claim 1 comprising an 
attachment module (16, 20 and 24) for removably connecting to a wearer (the clip 
connects it to the wearer yet it is removable) and a display module (cell phone case 1 0 
and the display of the telephone mentioned on column 1, lines 55-59) defining a window 
for displaying information (cell phone cases have windows for at least displaying the 
selection buttons of the numeral pad as confirmed by column 1 , lines 55-58) wherein 
said display module is extendably and retractably (the leash cord extends and retracts) 
connected to said attachment module (the leash cord is connected to its housing, 16.) 

With regard to claim 1 1 and with reference to Figure 1 , Poulson teaches a 
method of viewing a display of a portable device including securing an attachment 
module to a wearer (26 clips to the wearer), grasping a display module (10 and the 
display of the telephone mentioned on column 1 , lines 55-59) and imparting a 
separating force to said display module to pull said display module away from said 
attachment module (as is made clear by column 2, lines 5-10, the phone case 10 can 
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be grasped and, with a separating force, pulled away from the attachment module 16, 
20 , 24 and 26), playing out a line (again, please see column 2, lines 5-10), viewing a 
display on said display module (the specification of Poulson includes disclosure of a cell 
phone that would fit Into the case in column 1, lines 55-62 and all cell phones include a 
display so the same is inclusive within the Poulson disclosure though not expressly 
mentioned or, alternatively, a keypad may be viewed as a 'display' of numbers) and 
taking up the played out line upon returning the display module to a position proximate 
the attachment module wherein a biasing force maintains said display module in 
proximity to said attachment module when said display is released by said wearer 
(again, please see column 2, lines 5-10.) 

With regard to claims 7 and 13, the display module defines a protrusion (14) and 
the attachment module defines a receptacle (22) shaped for mating engagement (22 
goes through the hole defined by 14) with said protmsion, said protrusion and said 
mating receptacle shaped for substantially preventing relative movement between the 
display module and the attachment module when both are in a retracted position (14 
and 22 prevent the modules from separating, including movement away from each other 
in a lateral direction and this quality holds true when the device is in the retracted 
position.) 

With regard to claim 9, the attachment module (16) houses a spool (wound leash 
19) for housing a cable when said display module and said attachment module are in a 
retracted position (the spool is wound up inside the attachment housing when in the 
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retracted position;) and said spool is biased in a winding direction by a biasing member 
(spring 25 which causes the leash to retract.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention v\/as made. 

Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Poulson as applied to claims 1 , 7, 9, 1 1 and 13 above, and further in view of Kim et a! 
(hereafter "Kim"). 

Poulson includes all of the limitations of claim 1 , from which claim 3 depends, as 
detailed in the foregoing rejection under 35 USC 102(b). What is not taught by Poulson 
that is recited in claim 3 is a button for illuminating a light acting on said information 
displayed in said window. These features are taught by Kim. (Please see the abstract.) 
In order to produce the claimed invention, the case of Poulson must be altered simply 
by inserting inside of it the cell phone taught by Kim including a button for illuminating 
the information displayed in the window. Motivation for such a change is taught by the 
fact that the stated intent of Poulson is for carrying a cell phone such as that taught by 
Kim. 

Poulson includes all of the limitations of claim 1 , from which claim 4 depends, as 
detailed in the foregoing rejection under 35 USC 102(b). What is not taught by Poulson 
that is recited in claim 4 is a button for changing a display mode of said information 
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displayed in said window. These features are taught by Kim insofar the illumination 
button changes the mode of Kim's cell phone from unilluminated to illuminated. (Please 
see the abstract.) In order to produce the claimed invention, the case of Poulson must 
be altered simply by inserting inside of it the cell phone taught by Kim including a button 
for illuminating the information displayed in the window. Motivation for such a change is 
taught by the fact that the stated intent of Poulson is for carrying a cell phone such as 
that taught by Kim. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Poulson 
as applied to claims 1 , 7, 9, 1 1 and 13 above, and further in view of Ryu. 

Poulson includes all of the limitations of claim 1 , from which claim 5 depends, as 
detailed in the foregoing rejection under 35 USC 102(b). What is not taught by Poulson 
that is recited in claim 5 is displaying said information on an LCD display. This feature 
is taught by Ryu (Please see column 2, lines 35-36.) In order to produce the claimed 
invention, the case of Poulson must be altered simply by inserting inside of it the cell 
phone taught by Ryu. Motivation for such a change is taught by the fact that the stated 
intent of Poulson is for carrying a cell phone such as that taught by Ryu. 

Claims 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Poulson as applied to claims 1, 7, 9, 1 1 and 13 above, and further in view of Toyooka. 

Poulson includes all of the limitations of claim 1 , from which claims 2 and 6 
depend, as detailed in the foregoing rejection under 35 USC 102(b). What is not taught 
by Poulson that is recited in claims 2 and 6 is that the window for displaying information 
is visible through the top cover and that the top cover defines a window for displaying 
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information. These features are taught by Toyooka insofar as Toyooka teaches that the 
top cover of its cell phone case is transparent, forms a window and a type of cell phone 
having a display on top Is utilized (Please see column 5, lines 48-52.) In order to 
produce the claimed invention, the case of Poulson must be altered simply by providing 
a transparent window on its top cover and inserting inside of it a cell phone having its 
display on top as taught by Toyooka. Motivation for such a change is taught by the fact 
a transparent top with a display underneath it allows the display to be protected by a 
cover while allowing the user to view a phone number for instance at a glance without 
removing the cell phone from its case if it is carried on the waist band. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 8,10 and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kagel and Sutton et al are relevant to the present invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Margaret R Wambach whose telephone number is 
(571)272- 1756. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday 6am-4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Callahan can be reached on (571)272-1740. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Margaret R Wambach 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 281 6 
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